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3.03  Setbacks and Open Space 

 

The purpose of this Section is to identify the requirements for setbacks, open space and vision 

clearance requirements.  Setbacks and open space provide for adequate air movement, solar 

access, visibility, aesthetics, emergency access, fire separation, recreation, and vision clearance. 

 

3.03.01  Setbacks 

3.03.02  Special Setbacks 

3.03.03  Projections into the Setback Abutting a Street 

3.03.04  Projections into the Side Setback 

3.03.05  Projections into the Rear Setback 

3.03.06  Vision Clearance Area 

 

3.03.01  Setbacks 

A. Setbacks  

1. No required setback provided for any building or structure shall be considered as 

providing a setback for any other building. 

2. No required setback for any building or structure shall be considered as providing lot 

coverage for another building, except for a common area not required to be located 

within a lot, when owned by a homeowner’s association in a Planned Unit Development 

(PUD). 

B. Setbacks shall be open and unobstructed by buildings or structures from the ground to the 

sky, except as may otherwise be permitted in this Section and in Accessory Structures 

(Section 2.06). 

C. No portion of a lot necessary to meet the standards for lot area, width, frontage, setbacks, lot 

coverage, open space, or other requirement of this Ordinance shall have more than one 

owner, except through a zoning adjustment, or variance. 

 

3.03.02  Special Setbacks 

A. Special Setbacks are necessary when the existing street right-of-way is less than the 

designated right-of-way in the Woodburn Transportation System Plan.  Special Setbacks 

ensure that development will conform with setback and vision clearance requirements, after 

a full right-of-way has been acquired. 

B. Special setback distances shall be measured at right angles to the center line of street 

rights-of-way. 

C. Where dedicated rights-of-way are less than the Special Setback, the setback abutting a 

street shall be measured from the Special Setback.  All regulations applicable to setbacks 

abutting streets and vision clearance areas shall apply to the area between the lot line and the 

Special Setback. 



 

Woodburn Development Ordinance Section 3.03  Page 108 

Special Setback by Street Classification 

Table 3.1.1 

Transportation System Plan  Classification Special Setback from Centerline 

Major Arterial  50 feet 

Minor Arterial 37 feet 

Service Collector 36 feet 

Access Street/Commercial Street  33 feet 

Local Street, 60-foot right-of-way 30 feet 

Local Street, 52-foot right-of-way 26 feet 

Local Street, 50-foot right-of-way 25 feet 

 

3.03.03  Projections into the Setback Abutting a Street 

A. Chimneys, flues, bay windows, steps, eaves, gutters, sills, pilasters, lintels, cornices, planter 

boxes and other ornamental features may not project more than 24 inches into the setback 

abutting a street. 

B. Covered, unenclosed porches, extending not more than 10 feet beyond the front walls of the 

building, shall maintain at least a 10 foot setback from the property line or Special Setback. 

C. A balcony, outside stairway or other unenclosed, unroofed projection may not project more 

than 10 feet into a front setback. 

D. Arbors, archways, pergolas and trellises shall be exempt from the setback abutting a street. 

E. Uncovered decks, not more than 18 inches above final grade, shall maintain at least a three 

foot setback from the property line or Special Setback. 

F. Flag poles shall maintain at least a five foot setback from the property line or Special 

Setback. 

 

3.03.04  Projections into the Side Setback 

A. Chimneys, flues, bay windows, steps, eaves, gutters, sills, pilasters, lintels, cornices, planter 

boxes and other ornamental features may not project more than 18 inches into a side 

setback. 

B. Fire escapes, when not prohibited by any other code or ordinance, may not project into a 

side setback farther than one-third of the width of the setback, or less than three feet. 

C. Uncovered decks, not more than 18 inches above final grade, shall maintain at least a three 

foot setback from the property line or Special Setback. 
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3.03.05  Projections into the Rear Setback 

A. Chimneys, flues, bay windows, steps, eaves, gutters, sills, pilasters, lintels, cornices, planter 

boxes and other ornamental features may project not more than 24 inches into the rear 

setback. 

B. A balcony, outside stairway or other unenclosed, unroofed projection may not project more 

than 10 feet into a rear setback.  In no case shall such a projection come closer than 6 feet 

from any lot line or Special Setback. 

C. Covered, unenclosed porches, extending not more than 10 feet beyond the rear walls of the 

building, shall maintain at least a 10 foot setback from the property line or Special Setback. 

D. Uncovered decks not more than 18 inches above final grade shall maintain at least a three 

foot setback from the property line or Special Setback. 

E. No permitted projection into a rear setback shall extend within ten feet of the centerline of 

an alley, or of a rear lot line if no alley exists, or within six feet of an accessory structure. 

F. Accessory structures are not considered projections into a rear setback, but have separate 

setback requirements listed in this Ordinance (Section 2.06). 

 

3.03.06  Vision Clearance Area 

A. A vision clearance area (Figures 3.03A and B) is an area at the intersection of two streets, a 

street and a driveway, or a street and an alley, in which visual obstructions are limited for 

safety purposes. 

B. The vision clearance area is formed by a combination of the following lines: 

1. At the intersection of two public streets: a line extending 30 feet from the two lot lines 

adjacent to a street, and a third line drawn across the corner of the lot that connects the 

ends of the lines. 

2. At the intersection of a public street and a private street: a line extending 30 feet from 

the lot line adjacent to the public street, a line extending 30 feet from the outside edge 

of the pavement on private street, and a third line drawn across the corner of the lot that 

connects the ends of the lines. 

3. Within the DDC zone (Figure 3.03B): a line extending 20 feet from the two curb lines, 

and a third line drawn across the corner of the lot that connects the ends of the lines. 

4. At the intersection of a public street and an alley: a line extending ten feet from the 

intersection along the back of curb, a line extending ten feet from the property line 

along the alley and a line drawn across the corner of the lot that connects the ends of the 

lines. 

5. At the intersection of a public street and a driveway: a line extending ten feet from the 

intersection along the back of curb, a line extending ten feet along the side of the 

driveway, and a third line drawn across the corner of the lot that connects the ends of 

the lines. 

6. At the intersection of a private street and a driveway: a line extending ten feet from the 

outside edge of pavement on the private street, a line extending ten feet along the side 
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of the driveway, and a third line drawn across the corner of the lot that connects the 

ends of the lines. 

7. If a street is subject to a Special Setback, the Special Setback shall be used to define the 

vision clearance area. 

 

Figure 3.03A  –  Vision Clearance Area in All Zones Except DDC 

 

 

Figure 3.03B  –  Vision Clearance Area in the DDC Zone 

C. Vision clearance area shall contain no plants, fences, walls, structures, signs, parking spaces, 

loading spaces, temporary or permanent obstructions exceeding 42 inches in height 
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(measured from the top of the curb or, where no curb exists, from the street centerline), 

except: 

1. Trees, provided branches and foliage are removed to a height of 7 feet above grade; 

2. Utility poles; 

3. Utility boxes less than ten inches at the widest dimension; and 

4. Traffic control signs and devices. 

D. The Director shall have the authority to modify the standards for vision clearance areas upon 

finding that the modification is appropriate, due to one-way traffic patterns. 

 

  


